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A  SHORT 


ACCOUNT 


f/cd  Of  that  Part  of 


A  F  R  I  C  A, 


Inhabited  by  the 


NEGROES; 


With  Refpedt  to  the  Fertility  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  ;  the  good  Difpofition  of  many  of  the  Na¬ 
tives,  and  the  Manner  by  which  the  SLAVE 
TRADE  is  carried  on. 


Extracted  from  feveral  Authors,  in  order  to  fhew 
the  Iniquity  of  that  Trade,  and  the  Falfity  of  the 
Arguments  ufually  advanced  in  its  Vindication. 

With  a  Quotation  from  George  Wallis’s  Syjlcm  of 
the  Laws ,  13 c.  and  a  large  ExtraA  from  a  Pamphlet, 
lately  publilhed  in  London ,  on  the  Subject  of  the  Slave 
Trade. 


Acts  xvii.  24,  26.  GOD  that  made  the  World — - hath 

made  of  one  Blood  all  Nations  of  Men ,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  Face 
of  the  Earth ,  and  hath  determined  the  Times  before  appointed ,  and 
the  Bounds  of  their  Habitation. 

Ezekiel  xxii.  29.  The  People  of  the  Land  have  ufed  Oppref- 
prefion ,  and  exercifed  Robbery ,  and  have  vexed  the  Poor  and 
1  eeay  ;  yea ,  they  have  opprejfed  the  Stranger  wrongfully 4 
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A  SHORT 


account 


OF  THE 


Slave  -  T rade ,  &c. 


f  T  is  a  Truth,  as  forrowful  as  obvious,  that 
Mankind  too  generally  are  actuated  by  falfe 
.H  Motives,  and  Substitute  an  imaginary  IntereSt 
in  the  Room  of  that  which  is  real  and  per¬ 
manent  :  And  it  muSt  be  acknowledged  by  every 
Man,  who  is  fincerely  defirous  of  becoming  ac¬ 
quainted  with  himfelf,  and  impartially  infpedts 
his  own  Heart,  that  Weaknefs  and  inbred  Cor¬ 
ruption  attends  human  Nature  ;  which  cannot 
be  reStored  to  its  original  Purity,  but  through  the 
Efficacy  of  the  Blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  our 
bleffed  Saviour.  So  that  notwithstanding  the 
imagined  moral  Redlitudc  pleaded  for,  and  the 
boalfed  Pretences  of  the  prefent  Age  to  refined 
Conceptions  of  Things  beyond  our  Forefathers, 
till  this  Divine  Help  is  embraced,  the  bent  of 
the  Heart  of  Man  will  remain  corrupt,  and  its 
Power  of  distinguishing  between  Good  and  Evil 
liable  to  be  obfeured  by  Prejudice,  PalTion  and 

A  2  Intereft. 
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InterefL  Covetomnefs  and  Pride  have  intro- 
duced  many  iniquitous  Practices  into  Civil  Socie¬ 
ty,  fome  of  which  being  eftabiifhed  by  Cuftom, 
and  adapted  to  flatter  our  Favourite  Pafhons,  thor 
odious  in  themfelves,  and  mod  pernicious  in  their 
Confequences,  yet,  through  the  Influence  of  Ex¬ 
ample  and  Ule,  become  familiar  to  us,  and  our 
depiaved  Reafon  has  Recourfe  to  plaufible  Ex- 
cufes,  to  cover  and  palliate  the  mofl:  atrocious 
Crimes ;  fo  that  by  Degrees  we  filence  the  Dic¬ 
tates  of  Conference,  and  reconcile  ourfelvcs  in 
the  Perpetration  of  fuch  Things  which,  when 
firlb  propofed  to  our  unprejudiced  Minds,  would 
itrike  us  with  Amazement  and  Horror. 

A  lamentable  and  fhocking  Inftance  of  the 
Influence  which  the  Love  of  Gain  has  upon  the 
Minds  of  thofe  who  yield  to  its  Allurements^ 
even  when  contrary  to  the  Didates  of  Reafon, 
and  the  common  Feelings  of  Humanity,  appears 
in  the  Profecution  of  the  TSfegroe  Trade x  in  which 
the  Englijh  Nation  has  long  been  deeply  con¬ 
cerned,  and  fpme  in  this  Province  have  alfo 
lately  engaged.  An  Evil  of  fo  deep  a  Dye,  and 
attended  with  fuch  dreadful  Confequences  to  all 
that  are  concerned  in  it,  that  no  well-difpofed 
Perfon,  anxious  for  the  Welfare  of  himfelf,  his 
Country,  or  Pofterity,  who  knowrs  the  Tyranny, 
Oppreflion  and  Cruelty  with  which  this  iniquitous 
Trade  is  carried  on,  can  be  a  filent  and  inno¬ 
cent  Spectator.  How  many  Thoufands  of  our 
harmleis  bellow  Creatures  have,  for  a  long  Courfe 
of  Years,  fallen  a  Sacrifice  to  that  felfifli  Avarice, 
which  gives  Life  to  this  complicated  Wickednefs. 


[  J  j 

The  Iniquity  of  being  fo  deeply  engaged  in  a 
Trade,  by  which  fo  great  a  Number  of  innocent 
People  are  yearly  deftroyed,  in  fo  untimely  and 
miferable  a  Manner,  is  greatly  aggravated  from 
the  Confideration  that  we,  as  a  Nation,  have 
been  peculiarly  favoured  with  the  bright  Beams 
of  the  Gofpel  ;  that  Revelation  of  Divine  Love, 
which  the  Angels  introduced  to  the  World,  by  a 
Declaration  of  Peace  on  Earth,  and  Good  Will 
to  Men — * — of  every  Nation,  Kindred,  Tongue 
and  People,  Plow  miferable  then  mulP  be  our 
Condition,  if,  for  filthy  Lucre,  we  fhould- con¬ 
tinue  to  act  fo  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  this 
Divine  Call,  the  P  urpofe  of  which  is  to  introduce 
an  univerfal  and  affectionate  Brotherhood  in  the 
whole  human  Species  ■,  by  removing  from  the 
Pleart  of  every  Individual,  who  fubmits  to  its 
Operation,  the  Darknefs  and  Corruption  of  Na¬ 
ture,  and  transforming  the  felfifh,  wrathful, 
proud  Spirit,  into  Meeknefs,  P’urity  and  Love  : 
For  this  End  the  Son  of  God  became  Man, 
inhered,  and  died  ;  and  the  whole  Tenor  of  the 
Gofpel  declares,  that  for  thofe  who  refufe,  or 
negleCt,  the  Offers  of  this  great  Salvation,  the 
Son  of  God  has  fuffered  in  vain. 

The  End  propofed  by  this  Effay,  is  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  candid  Reader  the  Depth  of  Evil  which 
attends  this  iniquitous  Practice,  in  the  Profecution 
of  which,  our  Duty  to  God,  the  common  Fa¬ 
ther  of  the  Family  of  the  whole  Earth,  and  our 
Duty  of  Love  to  our  Fellow  Creatures,  is  totally 
disregarded  ;  all  focial  Connection  and  tender 
Pies  of  Nature  being  broken,  and  Deflation 
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^nd  Bloodfhed  continually  fomented  in  rihofe  un¬ 
happy  People's  Country.  It  is  alio  intended  to 
invalidate  feme  falfe  Arguments,  which  are  fre¬ 
quently  advanced,  for  the  Palliation  thereof,  in 
Hopes  it  may  be  lome  Inducement  to  thole  who 
are  not  defiled  with  this  Trade,  to  keep  them- 
felves  clear  ;  and  to  lay  before  fuch  asr  have 
unwarily  engaged  in  it,  the  Danger  they  are  in 
of  totally  lofing  that  tender  Senfibiiity  to  the  Suf¬ 
ferings  of  their  Fellow  Creatures,  the  Want 
whereof  fets  Men  beneath  the  Brute  Creation, 
which  muft  unavoidably  be  the  State  of  every 
one  that  continues  to  partake  of  the  Profits  arifing 
from  this  wicked  Traffick  :  A  Trade  by  which 
fo  many  Thoufands  of  innocent  People  are 
brought  under  the  greateft  Anxiety  and  Suffering, 
being  violently  rent  from  their  Native  Country, 
in  the  moft  cruel  Manner,  and  brought  to 
our  Colonies,  to  be  employed  in  hard  Labour, 
either  in  Northern  Climates,  unfuited  to  their 
Nature,  or  in  a  State  of  the  moft  tyrannick  and 
barbarous  Slavery,  fubjedt  to  the  Humours  and 
Inhuman  Laih  of  fome  of  the  moft  hard  hearted 
and  inconfiderate  of  Mankind,  without  any  Hopes 
of  ever  returning  to  their  Native  Land,  or  feeing 
an  End  to  their  Milery  :  Nor  muft  we  omit,  in 
this  difmal  Account,  the  Weight  of  Blood  which 
lies  on  the  Promoters  of  this  Trade,  from  the 
great  Numbers  that  are  yearly  butchered  in  the 
Incurfions  and  Battles  which  happen  between  the 
Negroes ,  in  order  to  procure  the  Number  deli— ^ 
vered  to  the  Europeans ;  and  the  many  of  thefe 
poor  Creatures  whpfe  Hearts  are  broken,  and 
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who  perifh,  through  Mifery  and  Grief,  on  the 
Piffare.  Heaven  preferve  the  Inhabitants  of 
_  ?  j  •  rrAm  heino-  further  defiled  by  & 

Trade,  which  is  entered  upon  from  fitch  fenfual 
Motives,  and  carried  on  by  fuch  devili  h  c  ^ 
And  although  thefe  Scenes  of  Horror  are  aftcd 
in  Places  far  remote,  and  out  of  the  Sig 
thofe  who  are  the  molt  enriched  thereby  ;  whole 
Senfes  being  ufually  exercifed  only  by  prefent 
Obieds,  are  little  affeded  with  the  diftant  Suffer¬ 
ings  of  their  Fellow  Creatures  j  yet  every  Mind, 
which  is  not  fo  hardened  with  the  Love  of 
Wealth  as  to  be  void  of  feeling,  mu  ft,  upon 
ferious  Confideration  of  this  inhuman  Practice, 
be  imprefled  with  Surprize  and  Teiroi,  rom  a 
Senfe  that  there  is  a  righteous  God,  and  a  State 
of  Retribution,  which  muft  laft  for  ever.  It  is 
frequently  alledged,  in  Excufe  for  this  Trade, 
that  the  Negroes  fold  in  our  Plantations,  are 
moftly  Perfons  who  have  been  taken  Prisoners 
in  thofe  Wars  which  arife  amongft  themfelves, 
from  their  mutual  Animofities  ;  and  that  thele 
Prifoners  would  be  facrificed,  to  the  Refentment 
of  thofe  who  have  taken  them  Captives,  if  they 
were  not  purchafed  and  brought  away  by  the 
Europeans.  It  is  alfo  reprefented,  that  the  Ne¬ 
groes  are  generally  a  ftupid  favage  People,  whole 
Situation  in  their  own  Country  is  neceffitous^and 
unhappy,  which  has  induced  many  to  believe, 
that  the  bringing  the  Africans  from  their  Native 
Land  is  to  them  rather  a  Kindnefs  than  an  Injury. 

To  confute  thele  falfe  Reprefentations,  the 

following  Extrads  are  propoled  to  the  candid 
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Reader’s  Confideration  ;  they  are  taken  from  the 
Writings  of  the  principal:  Officers,  not  only 
t-ae  Englijh,  but  alfo  in  the  French  and  Dutch 
Fa&ories  or  Settlements  in  Guiney  fome  of 
whom  have  lived  many  Years  in  thofe  Countries 
and  have  been  Eye  Witneffes  to  thofe  Tranfac-' 
tions,  and  whole  Station  in  the  Factories  will  not 
admit  of  any  Doubt  of  the  Truth,  of  what  they 
relate  ;  by  which  it  will  appear,,  that  the  Negroes 
are  generally  fenfible,  humane  and  fociable,  and 
that  their  Capacity  is  as  good,  and  as  capable  of 
-Improvement,  as  that  of  the  White  People: 
,That  their  Country,  though  unfriendly  to  the 
Europeans ,  yet  appears  peculiarly  agreeable,  and 
well  adapted  to  the  Nature  of  the  Blacks ,  and  fo 
fruitful,  as  to  furniffi  its  Inhabitants  plentifully 
with  the  Neceffaries  of  Life,  with  much  lefs  La- 
boui  than  is  neceflary  in  our  more  Northern 
Countries.  And  as  to  the  common  Argument, 
alledged  in  Defence  of  the  Trade,  viz.  That 
the  Slaves  fold  to  the  Europeans  are  Captives  ta» 
ken  in  War,  who  would  be  deftroyed  by  their 
Conqueiors,  if  not  thus  purchaled,  it  is  without 
Foundation,  it  being  made  clearly  to  appear, 
from  the  forementioned  Teffimonies,  that  the 
Wars  and  Incurfions  made  by  the  Negroes,  one 
upon  another,  are  moffiy  at  the  Solicitation  of 
the  Europeans,  who  inltigate  them  by  every  Me¬ 
thod,  even  the  moll  iniquitous  and  cruel,  to  pro¬ 
cure  Slaves  to  load  their  Veilels,  which  they 
freely  purchafe,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  Gofpel,  the  feelings  of  Humanity,, 
or  the  common  Dictates  of  Realon  and  Equity. 

For.' 


V 

vs 


■anaonw 


t;  ■ 


_ 


_  .  ~ 


E  9  } 

For  though  it  is  fcarce  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
there  were  Wars  amongft  fome  of  the  Negroes > 
before  the  Europeans  began  to  trade  with  them 
yet  certain  it  is,  that  thefe  Calamities  are  not  only 
fince  that  Time  prodigioufly  encreafed,  and  the 
Europeans ,  by  encouraging  them  thereto,  and 
gladly  purchasing  the  Captives  they  take,  are  be¬ 
come  not  only  Parties  with  them  therein,  but  the 
idle  Caufe  of  that  Encreafe.  This  is  plainly  in¬ 
ferred  from  the  Account  given  by  N.  Erne, 
Dnedtor  Oi  the  Frenco  Fadlory  at  Senegal,  who 
lived  Twenty-feven  Years  in  that  Country,  who' 
fays,  “  That  the  Europeans  are  far  from  defiring 
to  adt  as  1  eace  Adakers  amongft  the  ddegroes , 
<c  which  would  be  adting  contrary  to  their  In- 

"  tcre^  rince  the  greater  the  Wars,  the  more 
“  Slaves  are  procured.” 

William  bojrnan ,  Fadtor  for  the  Dutch,  at 
Delmina,  where  he  refided  fixteen  Years,  relates. 
That  one  of  the  former  Commanders  hired  an 
“  Army  of  the  Negroes,  of  Jafferia  and  Ca.be- 
fieri  a ,  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  to  fight  the 
Negroes  oi  Commany ,  which  occafioned  a  Bat¬ 
tle,  which  was  more  bloodv  than  the  Wars  of 
tlie  Negroes  ufually  are  :  And  that  another 
Commander  gave,  at  one  time,  Five  Hundred 
•  Pounds,  and  at  another  time  Eight  Hundred 
■■  L  aunch ,  to  two  other  Negrce  Nations,  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  take  up  Arms  againft  their  Conn 
“  try  People.”  This  is  confirmed  by  Bardot  t 
gent  General  of  the  French  African  Company 
who  rays ;  «  The  Holland**,  a  People  very  zealoS 
-  ior  their  Commerce  at  the  Coaft,  were  very 
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cc  ftudious  to  have  the  War  carried  on  amongft 
“  the  Blacks ,  to  diftradt,  as  long  as  poffible,  the 
*c  Trade  of  the  other  Europeans ;  and  to  that  Ef- 
“  fedt  were  very  ready  to  affift  upon  all  Occafions 
“  the  Blacks ,  their  Allies,  that  they  might  beat 
«  their  Enemies,  and  fo  the  Commerce  tall  into 
«  their  Hands.”  But  nothing  thews  more  plain¬ 
ly,  that  the  Europeans  are  the  chief  Inftruments  iri 
inciting  the  Negroes  to  the  Perpetration  of  thofe 
unnatural  Wars,  by  which  they  are  kept  in  conti¬ 
nual  Alarms,  their  Country  laid  watte,  and  fuch 
great  Numbers  carried  into  Captivity,  than  the 
Account  given  by  Wtlliam  Smith ,  who  was  fent 
by  the  African  Company  to  vifit  their  Settle¬ 
ments  in- the  Year  1726,  from  the  Information 
he  received  of  one  of  the  Factors,  who  hau  re- 
fided  ten  Years  in  that  Country,  m.  “  That 
“  the  difcerning  Natives  account  it  their  greatelt 
“  Unhappinefs  that  they  were  ever  vilited  by  the 

<e  Europeans: - That  we  Chriftians  introduced 

“  the  Traffick  of  Slaves,  and  that  before  our 
<c  coming  they  lived  in  Peace  ;  but,  lay  they,  it 
«  is  obfervable,  that  wherever  Chriftianity  comes, 
«  there  comes  with  it  a  Sword,  a  Gun,  Powdei 


“  and  Ball.” 

As  to  the  Account  of  the  natural  Difpofition  of 

many  of  the  Negroes ,  and  of  the  Fruitfulnefs  of 

their  Country,  "the  forementioned  Authors,  as 

well  as  many  others,  have  wrote  largely  upon  it. 

M.  Adanfon ,  in  his  Account  of  the  Country  and 

Natives  of  Gorce,  where  he  was  fo  lately  as  the 

Year  17^4,  after  giving  an  Account  of  the  de- 

liphtful  Alpedt  of  the  Country,  lays ;  “  I  he  Sim- 
6  '  r  ,  <c  plicity 


H  plicity  of  the  Natives,  their  Drefs  and  Man- 
<c  ners,  revived  in  my  Mind  the  Idea  of  our  firft 
“  Parents  j  and  I  feemed  to  contemplate  the 

<c  World  in  its  primitive  State ; - -they  (the  Ne- 

“  groesj  are  generally  fpeaking,  very  good  na- 
“  tured,  fociable  and  obliging.  I  was  not  a  lit- 
“  tie  pleafed  (fays  he)  with  this  my  firft  Recep- 

“  tion  ; - it  convinced  me,  that  there  ought  to 

“  be  a  confiderable  Abatement  made  in  the  Ac- 
<£  counts  I  had  read  and  heard  every  where  of 

“  the  favage  Character  of  the  Africans. - 1 

tc  obferved,  both  in  Negroes  and  Moors,  great 
“  Humanity  and  Sociablenefs,  which  gave  me 
“  ftrong  Hopes  that  I  fhould  be  very  fafe  amongft 
“  them,  and  meet  with  the  Succefs  I  defired  in 
“  my  Enquiries  after  the  Curiofities  of  the  Coun- 
“  try.”  *  ' 

Bcfman,  fpeaking  of  the  Negroes  of  that  Part 
Guiney  where  he  then  was,  fays ;  ££  They  are  ge- 
“  neraily  a  good  Sort  of  People,  honeft  in  their 
“  Dealings ;  others  he  defcribes  as  being  gene- 
t£  rally  friendly  to  Strangers,  of  a  mild  Conver- 
“  fation,  courteous,  afiablc,  and  ealy  to  be  over- 
££  come  with  Reafon ;  in  Converfation  they  dif- 
“  cover  a  great  (^uicknefs  of  Parts  and  Under- 
•  “  ftandsng.”  He  adds,  “  That  l'ome  Negroes, 
“  who  have  had  an  agreeable  Education,  have 
“  manifefted  a  Brightncfsof  Underftanding  equal 
s£  to  any  of  us.” 

William  Smith's  Account  of  the  Natives  is, 
££  1  hat  he  found  them  a  civil  good  natured 
£c  People,  induftrious  to  the  laft  Degree,  anti 

their  Country  exceeding  Fertile. - It  is  ealy 
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“  (fays  he)  to  perceive  what  happy  Memories 
they  are  bleiicd  with,  and  how  great  Progrefs 
“  they  would  make  in  the  Sciences,  in  cafe  their 
u  Genius  was  cultivated  with  Study  :  They  ex- 
“  plain  themfelves  in  choice  Terms,  their  Ex- 

“  preffions  noble,  and  Manners  polite  ; - this 

“  (he  adds)  is  to  be  imderftood  of  the  People 
“  of  Diftin&ion,  as  Officers,  Merchantmen,  and 
the  like ;  for  Peafants,  Workmen  and  Shep- 

“  herds,  are  as  ignorant  in  thefe  Parts  as  elfe- 
“  where.” 

Bar  hot  fays,  “  The  Inhabitants  of  Oedo  are, 
“  for  the  Generality,  very  civil,  good  natured 
“  People,  eafy  to  be  dealt  with,  condefcending. 
“  to  what  the  Europeans  require  of  them,  in  a 
tc  civil  Way  ;  but  if  treated  with  Haughtiness 
“  and  rudely,  they  are  flifF  and  high,  and  will 
<c  not  yield  on  any  Account.” 

Some  W riters  have  reprefented  the  Natives  of 
Cape  Mefurado  as  faithlefs  and  cruel ;  but  it  is 
very  likely  this  Reprefentation  of  their  Difpofi- 
tion  was  oecafioned  by  the  Refentment  thev  had 
Ihewn  for  the  ill  Ufage  received  from  the  Euro- 
peans  y  for  Captain  Philips  declared  them  to  be  ci¬ 
vil  and  courteous.  And  Snoek  fays,  “  He  found 
<c  them  a  civil  good-natur'd  People  ;  but  that  the 
cc  late  Injury  they  had  received  from  the  Englifh t 
who  had  carried  off  fomeof  their  People,  had  lb 
<c  exafperated  them,  that  it  was  to  be  feared  fome 
<c  EngliJJj  People  they  had  in  their  Power,  would 
fall  a  Sacrifice  to  their  Refentment.,, 

Although  the  extream  Heat  in  many  Parts  of 
Guiney }  is  fuch  as  is  neither  agreeable  nor  healthy 

to 
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to  the  Europeans ,  yet  it  is  well  fiiited  to  the  Con- 
flitutiori  of  the  Negroes  :  And  it  is  to  thefe  Heats 
that  they  are  indebted  for  the  Fertility  of  their 
Land,  which  in  moft  Places  is  fo  great,  that 
with  little  Labour  Grain  and  Fruit  will  grow  in 
the  greatell  Plenty. 

Brue ,  in  his  Account  of  the  Fertility  of  the 
Country,  andlnduflry  of  the  Natives,  fays;  “  He 
£t  was  furprized  to  lee  the  Land  fo  well  culti- 
“  vated,  as  he  obferved  it  to  be,  in  one  of  his 
“  Journies ;  fcarce  a  Spot  lay  unimproved ;  the 
“  low  Grounds,  divided  by  fmall  Canals,  were  all 
“  fowed  with  Rice;  the  higher  Grounds  planted 
“  with  Indian  Corn  and  Millet,  and  Peafe  of 
different  Sorts,  Beef  and  Mutton  very  cheap, 
as  well  as  all  other  Neceffaties  of  Life.” 

Bofman  fays,  “  The  Indian  and  Guiney  Corn 
ff  is  here  fown  and  reaped  twice  every  Year;  the 
“  firft  Harveft  is  in  Augujl ,  and  the  other  the 
“  latter  End  of  the  Year,  though  but  fmall ; 
*£  Corn  grows  with  little  Trouble,  very  Ipeedily 
<c  taking  Root,  fo  that  one  or  two  Men  can 
^  manure  and  plow  as  much  Land  as  one 
“  Plow  can  turn  up  in  Holland.  Indian  Corn 
“  grows  in  the  upper  Lands,  in  prodigious  Quan- 
<c  tities,  and  where  Corn  won’t  grow,  there  Rice 
“  encreafes  in  Abundance,  and  Yamms  and  Po- 
“  tatoes  are  in  the  greatell  Plenty.” 

Speaking  of  the  Kingdom  of  Fida,  he  fays, 
5‘  The  Country  was  very  populous,  many  large 
“  Villages,  befides  innumerable  fmall  Ones, 
f(  through  the  whole  Country,  plentifully  pro- 
“  vided  with  Corn,  Potatoes  and  Fruit,  which 
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c<  grew  clofe  to  each  other;  in  fome  Places  z 
Foot  Path  is  the  only  Ground  that  is  not  co-r 
“  vered  with  them,  the  Negroes  leaving  no 
“  Place,  which  is  thought  fertile,  uncultivated, 
<c  even  within  the  Hedges  which  inclofe  their 
<c  Villages :  And  the  very  next  Day  after  they 
cc  have  reaped  they  are  fure  to  fow  again.  This 
“  fine  Country  is  now  very  much  depopulated, 
“  which,  it  is  likely,  was  owing  to  the  Incur- 
“  fions  made  upon  them  by  their  Neighbours, 
“  in  order  to  get  Slaves  to  fell  to  the  Europeans” 
For  the  fame  Boftnan,  fpeaking  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Nation  of  Pope ,  fays;  “  They  depend  on 
“  Plunder  and  the  Slave  Trade,  in  which  they 
“  exceed  fome  of  their  Neighbours.1 ” 

Other  Parts  of  the  Country  he  defcribes,  as 
ct  being  full  of  Towns  and  Villages;  the  Soil 
cc  very  rich,  and  fo  well  cultivated,  as  to  look  like 
cc  an  entire  Garden,  abounding  in  Rice,  Corn, 
cx  Oxen,  Goats  and  Poultry  ;  and  the  Negroes  to 
be  laborious.” 

W.  Smith  gives  much  the  fame  Account  of  the 
Country  of  Dclmina ,  and  Cape  Corfe ,  &c.  for 
Beauty  and  Goodnefs ;  and  adds,  “  The  more 
you  come  downward  towards  that  Part  called 
“  the  Slave  Coafl  (I  fuppofe  becaufe  the  moft 
c<  Slaves  are  brought  from  thence)  the  more  de-r 
“  lightful  and  rich  the  Soil  appears.” 

Par  hot  fays,  “  The  Inland  People  employ 
“  themfelves  in  Tillage  and  Trade,  and  fupply 
“  the  Markets  with  Corn,  Fruit  and  Palm  Wine; 
“  the  Country  producing  fuch  vafl  Plenty  of  In- 

u  dian  Wheat,  that  Abundance  is  daily  export¬ 
ed, 


«  pj  as  well  by  Europeans  as  Blacks,  reforting 
“  thither  from  other  Parts.”  He  adds,  “  That 
«  the  Country  of  Delmina ,  which  was  formerly 
<<  Very  powerful  and  populous,  though  now  fo 
«  much  drained  of  its  Inhabitants,  by  the  inte- 
«  ftine  Wars  fomented  amongft  the  Negroes  by 
<c  the  Dutch ,  that  there  does  not  remain  enough 
«  Inhabitants  to  till  the  Country  ;  abounded 
<<  with  fine  well-built  and  populous  Towns, 

<<  enriched  with  vaffc  Fields  of  Corn,  Cattle, 

“  Palm  Wine  and  Oil.  The  Inhabitants  all 
«  applying  themfelves,  without  Diftindtion,  to 
«  Agriculture,  fowing  Corn,  preffing  Oil,  and 
<c  drawing  Wine  from  Palm  Trees,  with  both  of 
«  which  it  is  plentifully  flored  ;  others  to  fifhing, 
«  and  boiling  Salt,  and  other  T rades,  on  their 
«  ov/n  Account,  or  as  Brokers  for  the  Inland 

“  Blacks.” 

Many  more  Accounts  could  be  given  of  the 
good  Difpofition  of  the  Generality  of  the  Ne¬ 
groes,  and  of  the  Plenty  their  Country  affords, 
in  which  it,  perhaps,  exceeds  moft  Countries  in 
the  World ;  but  this  is  fufficicnt  to  fhew  that 
they  might  have  lived  happily,  more  efpecially  it 
the  Europeans  had  not  only  bore  the  Name,  but 
had  adted  the  Part  of  Chriftians,  in  uling  their 
Endeavours,  by  Example  as  well  as  Precept,  to 
make  the  Negroes  acquainted  with  the  glad  Ti¬ 
dings  of  the  Gofpel,  and  with  that  Change  of 
Heart,  and  Redemption  from  Sin,  which  Chri- 
ftianity  propofes ;  this,  if  attended  to,  would 
have  neceffarily  been  produdtive  of  the  peaceable 
Fruits  of  Righteoufnefs ;  Innocency  and  Love 
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would  have  prevailed,  and  nothing  would  have 
been  wanting  to  compleat  thefe  poor  Africans 
Happinefs.  But  the  Reverie  has  happened  ;  the 
Europeans,  forgetful  of  their  Profeffion  and  Duty 
as  Men  and  Chriftians,  have  conducted  in  fo  ini¬ 
quitous  a  Manner,  as  mull:  neceffarily  raife  in  the 
Minds  of  the  thoughtful  and  well-dilpofed  Ne¬ 
groes  the  utmoft  Scorn  and  Deteftation  of  the 
very  Name  of  Chriftians.  They  have  made  all 
other  Confiderations  give  Way  to  an  infatiable  De¬ 
lire  of  Gain,  and  are  become  the  principal  and 
moving  Caufe  of  the  moft  iniquitous  and  dreadful 
Scene  that  was,  perhaps,  ever  aded  upon  this 
Globe  :  Inftead  of  making  ufe  of  their  fuperior 
Knowledge  to  ftir  up  the  Principle  of  Peace  and 
Good-will  in  the  Breafts  of  the  limple  unwary 
Negroes,  they  have  ailed  as  Agents  for  the  great 
Enemy  of  the  Happinefs  of  Mankind,  and  have 
ftirred  up  and  ftrengthened  the  earthly  Principle 
of  Craft  and  Covetoufnefs  in  the  poor  Africans, 
who  have  thereby  been  induced  to  captivate  and 
fell  their  unhappy  Countrymen;  every  Thing, 
even  the  Power  of  their  Kings,  has  been  made 
jfubfervient  to  anfwer  this  wicked  Purpofe;  in¬ 
stead  of  being  Protedors  of  their  Subjeds,  thefe 
Rulers,  allured  by  the  tempting  Baits  laid  be¬ 
fore  them  by  the  Fadors,  &c.  have  invaded  the 
Liberties  of  their  unhappy  Subjeds,  and  are  be¬ 
come  their  Oppreftors ;  as  is  fully  evidenced  by 
the  following  Account,  viz. 

Francis  Moore,  Fador  to  the  African  Compa¬ 
ny  in  1730,  tells  his  Reader,  “  That  when  the 
"  King  of  Barfalli  wants  Goods  or  Brandy,  he 
*  •  •'  '  u  fends 
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fends  a  Meffenger  to  the  Englijh  Governor  at 
“  James’s  Fort,  to  defire  he  would  fend  up  a  Sloop 
Cc  with  a  Cargoe  of  Goods,  which,  fays  the  Au- 
<c  thor,  the  Governor  never  fails  to  do  :  Againft 
“  the  Time  the  Velfel  arrives,  the  King  plunders 
*<  forne  of  his  Enemies  Towns,  felling  the  Peo- 
<c  pie  for  fuch  Goods  as  he  wants,  which  com- 
“  monly  is  Brandy  or  Rum,  Gunpowder,  Ball, 
<c  Fire-arms,  Piftols  and  Cutlalfes  for  his  Sol- 
“  diers,  &c.  and  Coral  and  Silver  for  his  Wives 

“  and  Miffreffes. - If  he  is  at  War  with  no 

“  neighbouring  King,  he  falls  upon  one  of  his 
ic  own  Towns,  and  makes  bold  to  fell  his  own 
“  miferable  Subjedfs.  He  often  goes  with  fome 
ic  of  his  Troops  by  a  Town  in  the  Day-time, 
“  and  returns  in  the  Night,  and  fets  Fire  to 
<c  three  Parts  of  it,  placing  Guards  at  the  Fourth, 
“  to  feize  the  People  that  run  out  of  the  Fire, 
“  then  ties  their  Arms  behind  them,  and  marches 
“  them  to  Joar  or  Rohcne,  where  he  fells  them.’" 

Brue ,  the  French  Factor  before-mentioned, 
fays,  “  That  having  received  Goods,  he  wrote  to 
“  the  King,  that  if  he  had  a  fufficient  Number 
<c  of  Slaves,  he  was  ready  to  trade  with  him  ; 
“  this  Prince,  fays  that  Author,  as  well  as  the 
“  other  Negroe  Monarchs,  have  always  a  fure 
<c  Way  of-fupplying  his  Deficiencies,  by  felling 
tc  their  own  Subjedfs,  for  which  they  leldoin 
“  want  Pretenfions  of  fome  Kind  or  other,  to 
“  juftify  their  Rapine.”  Thefe  Neg  roe  Kings, 
thus  feeking  Pretences  to  cover  their  Crimes, 
Ihews  they  are  not  quite  void  of  Shame,  and  in¬ 
fallible  that  Covctoufnefs  induces  them  to  a£t  a 
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Part  lo  inconlillent  with  their  Duty  ;  but  here 
they  may  plead  the  Example  and  Solicitation 
of  the  more  knowing  Europeans.  “  The  King 
“  had  Recourfe  to  this  Method,  by  feizing 
“  Three  Hundred  of  his  own  People,  and  fent 
“  Word  to  Bruc,  that  he  had  the  Slaves  ready 
“  to  deliver  for  the  Goods.”  The  fame  Author 
further  adds,  “  That  fome  of  the  Natives  are, 
“  on  all  Occafions,  endeavouring  to  furprize  and 
“  carry  off  their  Country  People  ;  they  land 
•“  (fays  he)  without  Noife,  and  if  they  find  any 
“  lone  Cottage,  without  Defence,  they  furround 
“  it,  and  carry  off  all  the  People  and  Effects  to 
“  their  Boat :  The  Slaves  are  fold  to  the  Euro- 
“  peans,  unlefs  they  be  Perfons  of  fome  Rank, 
“  whole  Friends  can  redeem  them,  by  paying 
“  two  Slaves,  or  live  or  fix  Oxen. 

John  Barbot  fays,  “  The  Slaves  fold  by  the 
“  Negroes  are  for  the  moll  Part  Prifoners  of 
“  War,  or  taken  in  the  Incurfions  they  make  in- 
“  to  their  Enemies  Territories  ;  others  are  llolen 
“  away  by  their  own  Countrymen.  Abundance 
<c  of  little  Blacks ,  of  both  Sexes,  are  llolen  away 
“  by  their  Neighbours,  when  found  abroad,  on 
tc  the  Roads,  or  in  the  Woods,  or  elfe  in  the 
“  Corn  Fields,  at  the  Time  of  the  Year  when 
“  their  Parents  keep  them  there  all  Day,  to  fear© 
“  away  the  devouring  fmall  Birds.” 

Francis  Moore ,  the  Englijh  Fadlor,  fays,  cc  That 
tc  captivating  the  People  is,  by  Cuftom,  become 
“  fo  familiar,  that  when  the  King  of  Kayor  wants 
“  to  make  a  Prefent  to  the  Fadlor,  for  what  he 
“  has  received  of  him,  he  fends  to  have  two  or 

“  three 
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fc  three  Slaves  taken  up  at  the  neareft  Village, 
h  Unhappy  (fays  that  Author)  are  they,  who 
*f  at  that  Time  fall  into  the  Hands  of  his  Guards* 
cc  for  they  ftay  to  make  no  Choice.*  And  he 
Further  fays*  £C  That  in  Battle  they  fpaie  the 
“  Enemies  as  much  as  poffibl'e*  but  it  is  only  that 
tc  they  may  have  the  more  Slaves ;  from  which 
even.Sfesfons  of  Quality,  taken  Prifoners,  are 
<c  not  exempted  :  That  the  Merchants  bring 
c£  dcwn  fome  Years,  to  that  Factory,  to  the 
“  Amount  of  Two  Yffoufand  Slaves;  which* 
<c  they  fay*  are  taken  Prifoners  in  War.  Thefe 
cc  they  buy  from  the  different  Princes  who  take 
cc  them  ;  many  of  them  come  from  a  great  Y\  ay 
“  In-land.  Their  Way  of  bringing  them,  is 
<c  tying  them  by  the  Neck  with  Leather  T  hongs, 
<£  at  about  a  Yard  DiRance  from  each  other*  lvav- 
c£  hig  generally  a  Bundle  of  Corn,  or  Elephants 
££  Teeth,  oh  each  of  their  Heads,  Thirty 
££  or  Forty  in  a  String.”  The  Author  judges* 
cc  That  the  Number  of  Merchants  who  followed 
££  this  Trade  were  about  an  Hundred.”  Some 
Authors  fay*  ££  They  go  Six  or  Seven  Hundred 
<c  Miles  up  the  Country,  with  Goods  bought 
tc  from  the  Englijh *  with  which  they  purchafe 
££  thefe  Slaves,  and  Ivory  :  Befides  thole  Slaves, 
£C  there  are  many  bought  along  the  River;  thefe 
“  are  either  taken  in  War,  as  the  former,  or 
<c  Men  condemned  for  Crimes,  or  Perfons  Rolen, 
££  which  is  very  frequently.  Since  the  Slave 
££  Trade  has  been  introduced,  all  Punifhments  are 
£C  commuted  in  this  ;  and  thev  ftraiii  hard  for 
u  Crimes*  in  order  to  have  the  Benefit  of  felling 
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the  Criminal ;  fo  that  not  only  great  Crimes 
“  but  even  trifling  ones,  are  at  preient  punilhed 
“  with  Slavery.” 

Bcfman  fays,  That  being  in  th^fCingdom  of 
Pope ,  who  depend,  on  Plunder  ari&r  jthe  Slaves 
Trade,  in  which  they  .exceed'  fome  of  their 
Neighbours,  becaufe,'freing  endued^wj"*1 
larger  Share  of  Courage,  they  fall! 
fully,  they  allured  him,  that^  h ave 

able  to 

;iver  him  One~of~Two  Hundred  Slaves,  and. 
that  their  Incurfions  fucceeded  fo  well,  they  re¬ 
turned  with  about  Two  Hundred  Slaves.  That 
the  Inhabitants  of  Arda  were  fo  diligent  in  the 
Slave  Trade,  that  they  were  able  to  deliver  a 
Thoufand  Slaves  every  Month ;  and  that  if  there 
happened  to  be  no  Stock  of  Slaves  when  the  Vef- 
fels  arrived,  they  would  fometimes  fend  their 
Commodities  Two  Hundred  Miles  deep  in  the 
Country  (a  later  Author  fays,  they  have  now  car¬ 
ried  the  Trade  Five  Hundred  Miles  farther,  go¬ 
ing  now  Seven  Hundred  Miles  back  into  the 
Country)  where  Markets  of  Men  were  kept  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  thofe  of  Bealls  with  us.  Mod: 
of  the  Slaves  are  Prifoners  of  War,  which  are 
fold  by  the  Victors  as  their  Booty.  When  thefe 
Slaves  come  to  Fida>  they  are  put  in  Prifon  alto¬ 
gether  ;  and  when  (fays  he)  we  treat  concerning 
buying  them,  they  are  all  brought  out  together 
in  a  large  Plain,  where,  by  our  Surgeons, 
they  are  thoroughly  examined,  and  that  naked 
too,  both  Men  and  Women,  without  the  lead: 
Diltindion  or  Modedy.  Thole  which  are  ap¬ 
proved- 
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proved  as  good,  are  fet  on  one  Side  ;  in  the  mean 
while  a  burning  Iron,  with  the  Arms  or  Name 
of  the  Companies,  lies  in  the  Fire,  with  which 
ours  are  marked  on  the  Bread:.  When  we  have 
agreed  with  the,  Owners  of  the  Slaves,  they  are 
returned  to  their  Prifons,  where,  from  that  1  ime 
forward,  are-  kept  at,  our  ^Charge,  cod  us 
‘T'iVO-peuJSk lawa  Slinky.'  which  ferves  to  fubfift 

Inals  on  Bread  and  Water ;  fo 
res,  we  fend  them  on  board 
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on  their  Backs,  fo  that  they  come  on  hoard  dark 
naked,  as  well  Women  as  Men :  In  which  Con¬ 
dition  they  are  obliged  to  continue,  if  the  Mader 
of  the  Ship  is  not  lb  charitable  (which  he  com¬ 
monly  is)  as  to  bedow  fomething  on  them  to  co¬ 
ver  their  Nakednefs. - Six  or  Seven  Hundred 

are  l’ometimes  put  on  board  a  Vedfel,  where  they 
lie  as  dole  together  as  podible  for  them  to  be 

crouded. - 1  doubt  not,  fays  the  fame  Author, 

but  this  Trade  fcems  very  barbarous  to  you,  but, 
iince  it  is  followed  by  meer  Neceflity,  it  mud:  go 
on.  What  Necedity  does  the  Author  mean,  no 
other  Necedity  appears  but  that  aridng  from  the 
Defire  of  amading  Riches  ;  a  Neceflity  laid  on 
worldly  Men  by  their  hard  Tafk-mafter  the  De¬ 
vil  ?  Many  more  Examples  might  be  given  to 
fhew  the  arbitrary  and  tyrannick  Oppredion  with 
which  this  Trade  is  carried  on,  and  the  Devada- 
tion  and  Bloodlhed  it  occadons  in  thole  unhappy 
People’s  Country  ;  but  I  trud  this  is  ludicient  to 
convince  the  candid,  condderate  Reader  ot  the 

B  v  Unlaw- 
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Unlawfulnefs  and  Iniquity  of  the  Trade.  And 
indeed  what  Diftrefs  can  we  conceive  equal  to 
the  Alarms,  the  Anxiety  and  Wrath,  which  muft 
fucceed  one  another  in  the  Breads  of  the  tender 
Parents,  or  affectionate  Children,  in  continual 
Danger  of  being  torn  one  from  another,  and 
dragged  into  a  State  of  cruel  Bondage  ;  Reader, 
if  the  Impreffions  of  Grace,  or  even .  tlie  com¬ 
mon  Feelings  of  Humanity,  are  not  fupprelfed 
in  thy  Heart  by  the  Love  of  Gain,  compare 
jvhat  thou  haft  read  with  the-Equityi  tne  Sympa¬ 
thy,  the  Tendernefs  and  affectionate  Love  which 
Is  the  Life  of  Chriftianity,  and  then  fay,  what 
Concord  or  Affinity  can  thefe  Fruits  have  one  with 
the  other.  May  not  this  Trade  be  truly  faid  to 
be  the  moft  iniquitous  and  crueleft  ACfof  Vio¬ 
lence  and  Rapine,  when  confidered  in  all  its  Cir- 
cumftances,  that,  to  our  Knowledge,  is  perpe¬ 
trated  in  any  Part  of  the  World,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  it  behoves  every  one  who  is  deiirous  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Teftimony  of  a  good  Confcience,  and 
enjoy  Reft  and  Peace  in  Time  and  Eternity,  to 
avoid  being,  in  any  RefpeCt,  defiled  by  the  Gain 
refulting  therefrom.  And  Thanks  be  to  the 
Great  Father  of  the  Family  of  the  whole  Earth, 
that  it  is  not  alone  in  America  that  fome  are 
raifed  to  bear  their  Teftimony  againft  this  mighty 
Evil,  but  that  a  noble  Indignation  is  alfo  raifed  in 
the  Breafts  of  fome  in  our  Mother  Country,  zea- 
loully  to  declare  againft  fo  unparalelled  Invafion 
upon  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  Mankind,  par¬ 
ticularly  George  Wallis ,  a  Gentleman  of  the 

Law,  in  a  Book  wrote  by  him,  intituled,  A  Sy- 
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fern  of  the  Principles  of  the  Law  of  Scotland ;  in 
which,  Ipcaking  of  the  Slavery  of  the  Negroes 
in  our  Colonies,  he  lays;  <c  ^Ve  all  know  that 
“  they  (the  Negroes)  are  purchafed  from  their 
«  Princes,  who  pretend  to  have  a  Right  to  dif- 
“  pofe  of  them,  and  that  they  are,  like  other 
“  Commodities,  tranfported  by  the  Merchants, 
“  who  have  bought  them,  into  America ,  in  or- 
«  der  to  be  expofed  to  Sale;  If  this  Trade  ad- 
“  mits  of  a  moral  or  a  rational  Juftification, 
“  every  Crime,  even  the  moft  atrocious,  may  be 
<c  juftified.  Government  was  inftituted  for  the 
“  Good  of  Mankind  ;  Kings,  Princes,  Gover- 
“  nors,  are  not  Proprietors  of  thofe  who  are  fub- 
<c  jetft  to  their  Authority  ;  they  have  not  a  Right 
“  to  make  them  miferable.  On  the  contrary, 
“  their  Authority  is  veiled  in  them,  that  they 
“  may,  by  the  juft  Exercil'e  of  it,  promote  the 
Happinefs  of  their  People.  Of  Courfe,  they 
“  they  have  not  a  Right  to  dilpofe  of  their  Li- 
“  berty,  and  to  fell  them  for  Slaves.  Belides, 
no  Man  has  a  Right  to  acquire  or  to  purchafe 
“  them  ;  Men  and  their  Liberty  are  not  (in  Com- 
C(  mercio)  they  are  not  either  faleable  or  pur- 
<(  chafeable.  One,  therefore,  has  no  body  but 
“  himfelf  to  blame,  in  cafe  he  lhall  find  himfelf 
“  deprived  of  a  Man,  whom  he  thought  he  had, 
“  by  buying  for  a  Price,  made  his  own  ;  for  he 
*■  dealt  in  a  Trade  which  was  illicit,  and  was 
“  prohibited  by  the  moft  obvious  Dictates  of  Hu- 
manity.  For  thefe  Realons  every  one  of  thofe 
“  unfortunate  Men,  who  are  pretended  to  be 
P  Slaves,  has  a  Right  to  be  declared  to  be  free, 
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“  for  he  never  loft  his  Liberty ;  he  could  not 
“  lole  it ;  his  Prince  had  no  Power  to  difpofe 
cc  of  him.  Oi  Courfe  the  Sale  was  ipf'o  Jure 
“  void.  This  Right  he  carries  about  with  him, 

“  and  is  entitled  every  where  to  get  it  declared. 

“  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  comes  into  a  Coun- 
“  try  in  which  the  Judges  are  not  forgetful  of 
"  their  own  Humanity,  it  is  their  Duty  to  re- 
“  member  that  he  is#  Man,  and  to  declarejiim 
“  to  be  free.  I  know  it  has  been  faid,  that  Que- 
“  ftions  concerning  the  State  of  Perfons  ou  ght 
<c  to  be  determined  by  the  Law  of  the  Country 
<c  to  which  they  belong ;  and  that,  therefore, 

“  one  who  would  be  declared  to  be  a  Slave  in 

*  i 

“  America ,  ought,  in  cafe  he  fhould  happen  to 
“  be  imported  into  Britain ,  to  be  adjudged  ac- 
“  cording  to  the  Law  of  America  to  be  a  Slave  j 
“  a  Dodlrine  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  \ 
“  barbarous.  Ought  the  Judges  of  any  Coun- 
“  try,  out  of  Refpedt  to  the  Law  of  another,  to 
“  Ihew  no  Refpeft  to  their  Kind,  and  to  Huma- 
fC  nity.  Out  of  Refpedt  to  a  Law,  which  is  in 
“  no  Sort  obligatory  upon  them,  ought  they  to 
“  difregard  the  Law  of  Nature,  which  is  obli— 

«  gatory  on  all  Men  at  all  Times,  and  in  all 
“  Places :  Are  any  Laws  fo  binding  as  the  eter- 
“  nal  Laws  of  Juftice  ?  Is  it  doubtful,  whether 
“  a  Judge  ought  to  pay  greater  Regard  to  them, 

“  than  to  thofe  arbitrary  and  inhuman  Ulages 
‘c  which  prevail  in  a  diftant  Land  ?  Aye,  but 
“  our  Colonies  would  be  ruined,  if  Slavery  was 
“  abolifhed.  Be  it  fo  j  would  it  not  from  thence 
“  follow,  that  the  Bulk  of  Mankind  ought  to  be 

“  abufed, 
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abufed,  that  our  Pockets  may  be  filled  with 
Money,  or  our  Mouths  with  Delicacies  ?  The 
Purfes  of  Highwaymen  would  be  empty  in 
cafe  Robberies  were  totally  aboliflied  ;  but 
have  Men  a  Right  to  acquire  Money  by  going 
out  to  the  Highway  ?  Have  Men  a  Right  to 
acquire  it  by  rendering  their  Fellow  Creatures 
milerable  ?  Is  it  lawful  to  abufe  Mankind,  that 
the  Avarice,  the  Vanity,  or  the  Pafhons  of  a 
few  may  be  gratified  ?  No  !  there  is  fuch  a 
Thing  as  Juftice,  to  which  the  moft  facred 
Regard  is  due.  It  ought  to  be  inviolably  ob- 
ferved.  Have  not  thefc  unhappy  Men  a  better 
Right  to  their  Liberty,  and  to  their  Happinefs, 
than  our  American  Merchants  have  to  the  Pro¬ 
fits  which  they  make  by  torturing  their  Kind  ? 
Let  therefore  our  Colonies  be  ruined,  but  let 
us  not  render  fo  many  Men  miferable.  Would 

not  any  of  us,  who  fhould - be  {hatched  by 

Pyrates  from  his  native  Land,  think  himfelf 
cruelly  abufed,  and  at  all  Times  intitled  to  be 
free.  Have  not  thefe  unfortunate  Africans, 
who  meet  with  the  fame  cruel  Fate,  the  fame 
Right  ?  Are  not  they  Men  as  well  as  we,  and 
have  they  not  the  fame  Senfibility  ?  Let  us  not, 
therefore,  defend  or  fupport  a  Ufage  which  is 
contrary  to  all  the  Laws  of  Humanity. 

“  But  it  is  falfe,  that  either  we  or  our  Colonies 
would  be  ruined  by  the  Abolition  of  Slavery. 
It  might  occafion  a  Stagnation  of  Bufinefs  for 
a  fhort  Time.  Every  great  Alteration  pro¬ 
duces  that  Effedt ;  becaufe  Mankind  cannot, 
on  a  fudden,  find  Ways  of  difpofing  of  them- 

“  felves. 


.v- 
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“  felves,  and  of  their  Affairs  :  But  it  would  pro- 
“  duce  many  happy  Effe&s.  It  is  the  Slavery 
“  which  is  permitted  in  America  that  has  hindered 
“  it  from  becoming  fo  foon  populous,  as  it  would 
“  otherwife  have  done.  Let  the  Negroes  free, 
“  and,  in  a  few  Generations,  this  vad  and  fertile 
“  Continent  would  be  crowded  with  Inhabitants ; 
“  Learning,  Arts,  and  every  Thing  would  flou- 
“  rifli  amongd  them  ;  inflead  of  being  inhabited 
“  by  wild  Beads,  and  by  Savages,  it  would  be 
ft  peopled  by  Philofophers,  and  by  Men.”——— 
Thus  far  this  honed  and  noble  fpirited  Briton, 

And  now  Reader,  if  from  the  Example  of 
others,  and  without  a  fufficient  Knowledge  of 
the  deplorable  Confequences  attendant  on  this 
Trade,  thou  had  inadvertently  engaged  therein, 
let  me  befeech  thee,  by  the  Mercies  of  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord  (thofe  Mercies  which,  perhaps, 
e’er  long,  thou  and  I  ffiall  debre  to  dy  to  as  our 
only  Refuge)  that  thou  wouldd  refrain  a  Prac¬ 
tice  fo  inconfident  with  thy  Duty,  both  as  a  Chri- 
dian  and  a  Man.  Remember,  the  fird  and  chief 
Commandment  is,  j thou  Jhalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  Heart,  And  that  the  Second 
like  unto  it  is,  Lhoit  Jhalt  love  thy  Neighbour  as 
thyfclf.  That  our  bleffed  Redeemer  has  enjoined 
us  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  they  Jhould  do  unto 
us ;  and  that  it  will  be  thofe  who  have  been 
righteous  and  merciful  to  their  Fellow  Creatures, 
that  will  be  intitled  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Great 
Judge  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  before  whom  we 
mud  all  appear,  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Deeds 
done  in  the  Body, 


And 
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And  as  for  thofe  who  confefs  themfelves  now, 
.convinced  of  the  Iniquity  of  this  Trade,  and 
the  Injulhce  of  buying  and  felling  their  Fellow 
Creatures,  and  yet  continue  to  keep  thofe  Negroes 
they  are  pofieftcd  of  in  Bondage,  for  the  Sake 
of  the  Profit  arifing  from  their  Labour,  it  be¬ 
hoves  them  ferioully  to  confider  their  Motives  for 
fuch  a  Condud: ;  whether  the  Diftindtion  they 
make  between  buying  a  Negroe,  and  keeping  the 
fame  Negroe,  or  his  Offspring,  in  perpetual  Bon¬ 
dage,  is  not  a  Plea  founded  more  in  Words  than 
fupported  by  Truth ;  for  it  mu  ft  be  obvious  to 
every  Perfon,  who  is  not  blinded  by  the  Defire 
of  Gain,  that  the  Right  by  which  thefe  Men 
hold  the  Negroes  in  Bondage,  is  no  other  than 
what  is  deriyed  from  thofe  who  ftole.them,  or 
received  them  from  the  Thief,  who  having  no 
other  Title,  but  that  which  Robbers  have  over 
their  Prey,  could  not  convey  any  better  to  the 
Purchafer  ;  and  that  therefore  to  continue  to  hold 
them  in  Bondage,  for  worldly  Advantage,  by  no 
other  Right  than  that  which  thofe  guilty  Men 
gave  them,  is  confenting  to,  and  partaking  of 
their  Guilt.  Instances  may  fall  out,  where  Men 
of  Candour  may  be  concerned  in  the  Purchafe  of 
Negroes,  purely  from  a  Principle  of  Charity  ;  and 
there  are  alfo  many  of  the  Blacks,  amongft  us, 
whofe  Difpofitions,  Infirmities  or  Age,  render 
them  unfit  for  Freedom  ;  but  in  the  Cafe  before- 
mentioned,  where  Perfons  declare  themfelves 
convinced  of  the  Injuftice  and  Iniquity  of  this 
Trade,  and  are  pofleffed  of  Negroes  who  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  managing  for  themfelves,  and  have  luf~ 

ficiently 
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If  ficiently  paid,  by  their  Labour,  for  their  Pur- 

chafe  or  bringing  up,  befides  the  Profit  fome, 
'  Families  have  reaped,  during  a  long  Courfe  of 

Years,  from  the  Labour  of  their  Progenitors  ;  it 
is  the  undoubted  Duty  of  their  Pofleffors  to  re- 
ftore  to  them  that  Liberty,  of  which  they,  or 
their  Parents,  have  been  unjuftly  deprived  ;  and 
they  ought  alfo  to  ufe  all  reafonable  Endeavours, 
to  enable  them  to  procure  a  comfortable  Living, 
mot  only  as  an  Aft  of  Juftice  to  the  Individuals, 
but  as  a  Debt  due  to  them,  on  Account  of  the 
Oppreflion  and  Injuftice  perpetrated  on  them,  or 
their  Anceftors  ;  and  as  the  belt  Means  in  their 
Power,  to  avert  the  Judgments  of  God,  which 
it  is  to  be  feared  will  fall  on  Families  and  Coun¬ 
tries,  in  Proportion  as  they  have,  more  or  lefs, 
defiled  themfelves  with  this  iniquitous  Traffick, 


Extracts  from  a  Manufcript,  intituled , 

Two  Dialogues  on  the  Man-Trade. 

Printed  in  London,  in  the  Tear  1760. 

>  s  'H  E  African  Blacks  are  as  properly  and 
truly  Men,  as  the  European  Whites ;  they 
are  both  of  the  fame  Species,  and  are  originally 

defcended  from  the  fame  Parents ; - they  have 

the  fame  rational  Powers  as  we  have ;  they  are 
free  moral  Agents,  as  we  are,  and  many  ot  them 
have  as  good  natural  Genius,  as  good  and  as  brave 

a  Spirit,  as  any  of  thofe  to  whom  they  are  made 

Slaves. 
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Slaves.  To  trade  in  Blacks,  then,  is  to  trade  in 
Men  the  black-fkin’d  and  the  white-fkin’d  be- 
in^  all  of  the  fame  Species,  all  of  the  human 
Race,  are  by  Nature  upon  an  Equality ;  one  Man 
in  a  State  of  Nature,  as  we  are  with  Refpedt  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  Gutney ,  and  they  with  Refpcct 
to  us,  is  not  fuperior  to  another  Man,  nor  ha,s 
any  Authority  or  Dominion  over  him,  or  any  Right 
to 'lay  his  Commands  upon  him  :  He  that  made 
us,  made  them,  and  all  of  the  fame  Clay  :  We 
are  all  the  Workmanfhip  of  his  Hands,  and  lie 
hath  affigned  this  Globe  to  the  human  Race,  to 
dwell  upon  :  He  hath  given  this  Earth,  in  com¬ 
mon,  to  the  Children  of  Men.; - God  gave  to 

Man  Dominion  over  the  Fijh  of  the  Sea,  and  over 
the  Fowl  of  the  Air,  and  over  the  Cattle,  and  over 
all  the  Earth,  and  over  every  creeping  Thing  that 
creepeth  upon  the  Earth,  Gen.  i.  26  ;  but  not  to 
any  one  Man  over  another  ;  Nor  can  one  Man, 
on  any  Suppofition  whatever,  become  the  Pro¬ 
perty,  or  Part  of  the  Goods  or  Eflate,  of  another 
Man  ;  as  his  Horfe  or  his  Dog  is. 

The  European  Whites,  and  the  African  Blacks, 
are  all  under  the  fame  Moral  Law,  the  eternal 
Law  of  Reafon,  which  God  hath  written  upon 
the  Table  of  Man’s  Heart.  We  and  they  are 
Members  of  one  and  the  fame  great  Society, 
fpread  over  the  Face  of  the  whole  Earth,  under 
one  and  the  fame  Supreme  Law-giver  and  Judge  ; 
and  are  joined  together,  by  the  clofc  and  (hong 
Ties  of  human  Nature,  common  to  11s  all  ;  and 
it  is  in  this  Bond  of  Humanity,  that  is  the  Found¬ 
ation  of  all  other  particular  ’Pics  and  Connections- 
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between  Men,  and  gives  Strength  to  them  all/ 

- A  Patriot,  or  a  Lover  of  his  Country,  is  a 

brave  Character  y  but  a  Lover  of  Mankind  is  a 
braver  Charadfer. 

Our  being  Chriftians  does  not  give  us  any 
worldly  Superiority,  or  any  Authority  whatever, 
over  thofe  who  are  not  Chriftians.  Christ’s 
Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World  y  neither  does 
Chriftianity  diflolve  or  free  us  from  the  Obliga¬ 
tions  of  Juftice,  Equity,  and  Benevolence  to¬ 
wards  our  Fellow  Creatures  of  the  fame  Species, 
be  they  yews ,  Mahometans ,  or  even  black-fkin’d. 
Heathens ,  which  the  Law  of  Nature  lays  us  un¬ 
der  y  but,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  ftrengthens 
them*  The  Jews,  in  our  Saviour’s  Time,  un¬ 
derflood  that  Precept,  Fhou  Jhalt  love  thy  Neigh - 
hour  as  thyfelj \  in  a  very  confined  Senfe,  as  re¬ 
lating  only  to  their  own  Countrymen.  But  this 
Precept,  as  adopted  into  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
takes  in  all  Mankind.  By  our  Neighbour  we 
are  to  underftand  every  Individual  of  the  human 
Species.  We  are  commanded  in  the  Goipel, 
to  render  all  their  Dues ,  and  to  do  unto  others ,  as 
we  would  they  Jhould  do  unto  us ,  to  be  kind ,  merci¬ 
ful  and  compaJ]ionate7  to  be  ready  to  communicate 
and  to  do  Good .  Which  Precept,  and  many 
others  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  are  not  to  be  under- 
flood,  in  fuch  a  narrow  Senfe,  as  if  they  related 
only  to  thofe  who  are  of  the  fame  Religion  with 
ourielves,  or  whofe  Skin  is  of  the  fame  Colour 
with  ours,  as  is  evident  from  other  Precepts  of 
the  Gofpel.  We  arc  commanded  to  do  Good  to 

ally  cfpccially  to  thofe  who  are  oj  the  Houjhold ^  of 

Faith , 
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b.f  hinij  confldering  him  as  Part  of  his  PofTellions 
or  Goods,  with  which  he  can  do  what  he  pleafes, 
is  robbing  of  God,  which  is  Sacrilege. 

It  is  very  common  in  the  Countries,  where  the 
Europeans  carry  on  this  Trade,  for  the  petty 
Kings  and  Princes,  of  which  there  are  a  great 
many,  to  go  to  War  with  their  Neighbours,  not 
in  Defence  of  their  Right,  not  to  get  Satisfaction 
for  any  Injuries  done  them,  or  to  repair  any 
Damages  they  -have  unjuftly  fuffered  by  thole 
Neighbours,  but  purely  to  get  Prifoners  againft 
the  Time  the  Ships  from  Europe  arrive  upon 
their  Coaft,  that  with  them  they  may  be  able 
to  purchafe  of  the  Captains  of  thofe  Ships  the 
Goods  they  have  on  boarch 

Now  here  the  Injury  and  Crime  is  the  fame  in 
Kind  as  in  the  former  Cafe,  and  indeed  greater 
in  the  Kind  :  In  both  Cafes  it  is  Healing  Man, 
but  in  the  latter  it  is  attended  with  fhedding  of 
Biocd,  with  Slaughter  and  Deftrudfion  ;  which 
Confideration  doth  a^trravate  the  Crime  of  our 
Gurney  Merchants,  who  purchafe  thofe  Prifoners. 
Christ  hath  Paid,  that  bleffed  are  the  Peace¬ 
makers,  for  they  jhatt  he  called  the  Children  of  God. 
But  how  contrary  to  what  our  Saviour  rccom- 

J 

mends,  the  making  of  Peace  among  Men,  is  the 
Spirit  and  PraClice  of  thole,  who,  for  Lucre 
Sake,  provoke  and  encourage  others  to  go  to 
War  with  their  Neighbours,  and  by  unjuft  Force 
to  kill  and  deftroy  fome,  and  others  of  them  to 
make  Prifoners. 

But  let  us  now  fuppofc, - that  the  Prifoners, 

which  are  bought,  were  even  engaged  in  an  un- 

C  2  juft 
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juft  War,  that  they  were  the  firft  Invaders  or 

Aggreffors - When  one  King  or  Prince  goes 

to  War  with  another,  the  common  Men  are  not 
capable  of  judging  of  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe, 
which  Party  has  or  has  not  Right  of  their  Side  j 
but,  laying  afide  this  Confideration,  they  are 
forced  to  go  whitherfoever  their  King  or  Captain 
leads  them  ;  they  are  obliged  to  obey  his  Com¬ 
mands,  and  to  defert  would  be  Death  to  them: 
Therefore  I  think  it  would  be  unjuft  and  cruel, 
in  him  who  comes  off  Conqueror,  though  he 
had  Right  of  his  Side,  and  was  engaged  in  a  juft 
War,  to  deprive  thofe  common  Men,  who  are 
taken  Prifoners,  of  their  Liberty,  after  the  War 
is  over,  or  at  any  Time  to  fell  them  for  Slaves 
for  Life,  either  by  Way  of  Punifhment  or  Re¬ 
tribution,  unlefs  they  be  fuppofed  to  be  anfwera- 
ble  for  whatever  Damage  or  Injury  is  done  by 
their  King,  or  that  they  are  his  Goods  or  Pro¬ 
perty  ;  both  which  are  abfurd,  and  the  latter 
a  Suppofition  unworthy  of  human  Nature,  and 
ihocking  to  the  human  Mind  ;  confequently, 
the  buying  of  them  for  fuch,  muff  be  altogether 
as  criminal  in  the  Europeans. 

It  is  reckoned  we  have  now  in  this  Kingdom- 
Thirty  Thoufand  French  Prifoners,  or  more  ;  and 
we  fay,  that  in  the  War  we  are  carrying  on 
againft  France ,  we  have  Right  on  our  Side  ;  that 
we  entered  into  it  for  the  Recovery  and  Defence 
of  our  Territories,  invaded  by  them  ;  but  though 
it  be  true  (as  I  believe  it  is)  that  our  Caufe  is 
o-ood,  yet  would  it  not  be  cruel  and  inhuman  in 
us,  to  fell  thefe  Prifoners  into  Slavery  for  Life, 
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and  in  any  other  Nation,  as  the  Spaniards ,  fqr 
Inftance,  to  buy  them  of  us,  in  order  to  fend 
them  to  work  in  their  Mines  in  Peru ,  as  long 
as  they  live  ?  And  would  not  all  the  other  Na¬ 
tions  of  Europe  exclaim  againft  us,  and  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  as  inhuman,  barbarous  People,  for  fo 
doing  ?  If  it  be  replied,  that  fuch  a  Thing 
would  be  contrary  to  Cuftom,  and  to  the  Law 
of  Nations  in  Europe ,  whereas  in  Gurney  and 
Negroeland  it  is  a  common  Cuftom,  to  left  for 
Slaves  the  Prifoners  they  take  in  War  ;  there 

they  make  a  Trade  of  it.  I  own - that  may 

be  one  Reafon,  among  others,  why  fuch  a  Thing 
pradtifed  in  thofe  Countries  is  not  looked  upon, 
by  us  here,  with  fo  much  Abhorrence  and  De- 
teftation,  as  it  would  be  if  it  were  to  be  p  radii  fed 
in  Europe :  But  this  makes  no  Difference,  as  to 
the  Nature  of  the  Thing  in  itfelf ;  for  as  I  have 
fhewn  before,  the  Man-trade  in  this  laft  men¬ 
tioned  Cafe,  wherein  the  Men  who  are  fold,  are 
fuppofed  to  be  Prifoners,  that  were  engaged  in 
an  unjuft  War,  is  in  itfelf  wicked  and  inhuman, 
.contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nature,  the  Obligations 
of  which  are  eternal  and  unchangeable,  not  to 
be  altered  or  difrnnulled  by  Ule  or  Cuftom,  be 
it  ever  io  ancient  or  univerfal ;  they  are  the  fame 
all  over  the  World,  the  fame  in  Guiney,  or  Ja¬ 
maica,  as  in  England. 

The  Captain  of  the  Guiney  Ship,  when  he  has 
finifhed  his  Marketing,  when  he  has  bought  as 
many  reafonable  Creatures  as  he  wants,  and  is 
full  freighted,  having  on  board  (we  will  fay) 
wo  Hundred  of  them,  coupled  in  Irons,  and 

C  3  clofely 
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cloiely  crammed  up  in  a  Ship  of  about  One 
Hundred  Tons  Burthen,  he  fets  out  for  one  of 

our  Plantations, - and  may  be  two  or  three 

Months  on  the  Voyage  ;  during  which  Time, 
from  the  Filth  and  Stench  that  mult  be  among 
them,  occafioned  by  their  being  put  down  under 
Deck,  and  penn’d  together  in  fo  little  Room,— 
Diftempers  break  out  among  them,  and  carry  oft 
a  great  many,  a  Fifth,  or  Fourth,  yea,  fometimesa 
third  Part  of  them  ;  and  it  is  reafonable  to  fup- 
pole,  that  fome  of  them  have  their  Hearts  broke, 
and  die  with  Grief  and  Anguifh,  to  think  that 
they  fhall  never  more  let  Foot  on  their  Native 
Soil,  and  that  the  Eye  that  hath  feen  them,  Ihall 
fee  them  no  more.  I  remember  I  read  an  Ac¬ 
count  in  one  of  the  News-Papers  laft  Year  ;  a 
Ship,  belonging  to  Liverpool,  that  had  a  Hundred 
and  Ninety  Slaves  on  board,  Eighty  of  whom 
died  on  the  Voyage,  which  is  more  than  two 

Fifths- - Taking  all  the  Slaves  together,  that  are 

brought  on  board  our  Ships  yearly,  from  the 
Coafl  of  Africa,  where  they  are  bought  by  our 
Quincy  Merchants,  I  think  one  may  venture  to 
(linn,  that,  at  leaf,  a  Tenth  Part  of  them  die 
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on  the  Voyage  : - the  Merchants  are  certainly 

chargeable  with  taking  away  the  Lives  of  as  ma¬ 
ny  of  thofe  poor  Creatures,  as  come  by  their 
Death  by  being  fo  confined  and  treated,  and  are 
guilty  of  Murder ;  for  to  take  away  a  Man’s  Life, 
unjuftly,  is  Murder;  whether  it  be  done  in  two 
or  three  Minutes,  or  two  or  three  Months,  that 
makes  no  Difference. - 1  do  not  think  it  ne- 

ceflfary,  in  order  to  convid  a  Man  of  Murder, 

to 
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to  make  it  appear  that  he  had  an  Intention  to 
commit  Murder:  Whoever  does,  by  unjuft Force 
and  Violence,  deprive  another  of  his  Libei  ty, 
and,  while  he  has  him  in  his  Power  reduces 
him  to  fuch  a  Condition,  and  gives  him  Inch 
Treatment,  as  evidently  endangers  his  Life,  am  , 
in  the  Event,  do  actually  deprive  him  of  his 

Life,  is  guilty  of  Murder. - By  the  Account 

given  in  the  fecond  Volume  of  the  Compleat  by- 
/lew  of  Geography ,  the  Number  of  Negroes 
brought  away  by  the  Engli/h,  in  the  Year  1725, 
appeared  to  be  about  Fifty  Thoufand.  We 
will  fuppofe  that  the  Number  of  Negroes  pur- 
chafed  by  our  Gainey  Merchants,  one  \  eat  with 
another,  are  no  more  than  Thirty-five  rhouland : 
Now,  in  the  Account  given  by  that  Author  of  the 
Negroes  in  our  Plantations,  it  is  faid,  that,  in  the 
I  ['land  of  Jamaica ,  almofl  Half  of  the  new  im¬ 
ported  Negroes  die  in  the  Seafoning,  and  that,  in 
Barbados,  it  is  reckoned  that  a  fourth  Part  die  in 
Seafoning  \  and,  according  to  the  fame  Account, 
there  are  twice  as  many  imported  into  thefe  two 
Illands,  as  into  all  our  other  Iflands  in  the  Weft- 
Indies ,  and  all  our  Colonies  in  North- America. 
At  a  moderate  Computation,  therefore,  it  may  be 
reckoned,  that  of  all  thofe  who  are  purchafed  by 
our  African  Merchants  in  a  Year,  Twelve  Thou¬ 
fand  die  upon  the  Voyage,  and  in  the  Seafoning. 

What  a  fad  dreadful  Affair  then  is  this  Man- 
Trade,  whereby  fo  many  Thoufands  of  our  Fel¬ 
low  rational  Creatures  lofe  their  Lives,  are,  truly 
and  properly  fpeaking,  murdered  every  Year  ;  I 
do  not  think  there  is  an  Inftance  of  fo  great  Bur- 
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f'ai jty  ana  Cruelty  carried  on  in  any  Part  of  the 

W orIf  as  is  this>  Year  after  Year.  It  is  enough 
to  make  one  tremble,  to  think  what  a  Load  of 
Cuilt  lies  upon  this  Nation,  on  this  Account,  and 
that  the  Blood  of  Thoufands  of  poor  innocent 
Creatures,  murdered  every  Year,  in  carrying  on 
thia  cuned  T.iade,  cry  aloud  to  Heaven  for  Ven¬ 
geance.  _  Were  we  to  hear  or  read  of  any  other 
Nation  in  the  World  that  did  deProy  every  Year 
in  feme  other  Way,  or  on  fome  other  Account' 
as  many  human  Creatures  as  are  deProyed  by  this 
Tiade,  we  Ihould  look  upon  them  as  a  very  bloody, 
cruel,  barbarous  People.  We,  to  this  Day,  ex¬ 
claim  againB  the  Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards ,  in  de¬ 
ploying  fo  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Mexico  and 
Peru,  when  they  unjuPly  invaded  thofe  Countries, 
though  it  is  a  Queftion,  whether  the  Engiijlo  have 
not  deProyed  as  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Africa,  fince  the  Commencement  of  this  vil¬ 
lainous  Man-Trade  among  us,  and  of  our  Popilh 
Queen  Mary,  whofe  Reign  is  looked  upon  as  the 
mop  cruel  and  inhuman  oi  any  in  all  t.ie  EngliJJs 
HiPory,  though  there  were  not  above  Three 
Hundred  burnt,  for  Herefy,  in  the  live  Years  of 
her  Reign,  and  you  know  that  the  PapiPs  believe, 
or  profels  to  believe,  that  they  ought  to  put  He- 
reticks  to  Death,  at  leap  they  did  then  :  Where¬ 
as  the  Enghjh  have,  for  many  Years  pap,  put  to 
Death  Ten  or  1  welve  Thoufand  a  Year,  in  car¬ 
rying  on  this  Trade,  which  they  Pill  continue  for 
the  Sake  of  getting  Money,  and  furniPiing  them- 
felves  with  the  Superfluities  of  Life,  which  Piews 
a  greater  Degree  of  Barbarity  j  and  manv  of  thofe 

poor 
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poor  Wretches  have  endured  more  Pain,  before 
they  died,  than  thofe  Hereticks  did  in  being 
burnt.  There  is  nothing  that  {hews  the  Degene¬ 
racy  of  Mankind  more,  that  calls  a  greater 
Biemiih  on  human  Nature,  or  expofes  it  in  a 
more  difadvantageous  Light,  than  this  Confidera- 
tion,  that  whole  Nations,  Chriftians  as  well  as 
Heathens,  profefs  to  believe  the  greateft  Abfur- 
dities  and  Contradictions,  and  juftify  the  molt 

wicked  and  vileft  Practices. - If  it  be  faid  that 

I  charge  the  Legiflaturc - becaufe  they  have 

encouraged,  and  {till  do  encourage,  this  Trade, 

- what  I  have  aflerted,  I  think  I  can  defend. 

- No  Legiflature  on  Earth,  which  is  the  Su¬ 
preme  Power  in  every  civil  Society,  can  alter  the 
Nature  of  Things,  or  make  that  to  be  lawful 
which  is  contrary  to  the  Law  of  God,  the  Su¬ 
preme  Lcgillator  and  Governor  of  the  World. 
Mifchief  may  be  framed,  and  eftablifhed  by  a 
Law,  but  if  it  be,  it  is  Mifchief  {till,  as  much 
fo  as  it  was  before  it  was  eftablifhed,  though  its 
being  fo  may  make  Men  infenfibleof  their  Guilt, 
or  bold  and  fearlefs  in  the  Perpetration  of  it ;  for 
too  many,  among  Chriftians,  are,  contrary  to 
Christ’s  Exhortation,  more  influenced  by  the 

Fear  of  Man,  than  by  the  Fear  of  God. - It 

is  really  a  ferious  SubjeCt,  and  I  own  it  raiies  a 
ferious  Concern  in  my  Mind,  that  fuch  Barbari¬ 
ty  fhould  be  fuffered  in  Chriftian  Nations.  It  is 
enough  to  make  a  Man’s  Heart  ach,  unlefs  he 
has  loft  all  Love  and  Regard  to  his  Kind,  to 
think  that  fo  many  Thoufands  of  the  human 

Race 


Race  fhoiild  be  facrificed  every  Year  to  that 
greedy  voracious  God  Mammon. 

Nor  is  it  lefs  {Locking  to  hear  or  read  the  Ac- 
counts  we  have  of  the  barbarous  Treatment  that 
thole  black  Men,  who  ftand  and  furvive  the  Sea- 
foiling,  as  it  is  called,  meet  with.  According  to 
the  Accounts  in  the  forementioned  Author,  it  is 
inhuman  and  unmerciful. 

Sir  Hans  Sloan ,  in  his  Hiftory.  of  [ Jamaica , 
fays ;  “  That  a  rebellious  Negroe ,  or  he  that  twice 
“  ftrikes  a  white  Man,  is  condemned  to  the 
cc  Flames  ;  being  chained  flat  on  his  Belly,  at  the 
cc  Place  of  Execution,  and  his  Arms  and  Legs 
cc  extended,  Fire  is  then  fet  to  his  Feet,  and  he 
cc  is  burnt  gradually  up  to  his  Head.  They 
<c  ftarve  others  to  Death,  with  a  Loaf  hanging 
“  before  their  Mouths,  fo  that  fome  gnaw  the 
“  very  Flefh  off  their  own  Shoulders,  and  expire 
<c  with  all  the  frightful  Agonies,  exprefling  the 
“  molt  horrid  Tortures.  For  Crimes  of  a  lefs 
“  Nature,  they  geld  the  Offender,  and  chop  oft 
“  Half  of  his  Foot  with  an  Ax  ;  for  Negligence 
“  only,  they  whip  him  till  his  Back  is  raw,  and 
<c  then  fcatter  Pepper  and  Salt  on  his  Wounds, 
fc  to  heighten  the  Smart;  and  fome  Planters 
cc  v/ill  drop  melted  Wax  on  their  Skins,  which 
cc  puts  them  to  intolerable  Pain."  Now  mult 
not  the  human  Nature,  in  thofe  People,  be 
changed  into  the  Devilifh,  who  can  put  thefe 
poor  Creatures  to  fuch  Torments?-1— — It  is  ob~ 
ferved  bv  the  fame  Author,  that  {c  Some  excufe 
“  thefe  Severities  by  telling  us,  that  the  Blacks , 
<£  being  fo  perverfc,  fullen,  and  mifchievous  a 

cc  Genera- 
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u  Generation,  deferve  fuch  Treatment,  and  that 
“  milder  Ufage  would  not  reclaim  them.  — • 

It  is  no  Wonder  they  are  lullen ;  would  not  white 
Men  be  lo,  were  they  in  their  Condition,  ands. 
treated  as  they  are  ?  No  Doubt  but  they  would. 
But  the  Blacks,  though  they  be  unjuftly  deprived 
of  their  Liberty,  banilhed  from  their  native  Coun- 
try,  from  all  their  Friends  and  Relations,  and 
made  Captives  and  Slaves  for  Life,  though  they 
are  treated  worfe  than  Dogs,  and  made  to  work 
harder  than  Horles,  yet  they  ought  to  be  plea- 
fant,  good  humoured,  and  obliging  to  them  that 
do  thus  treat  them ;  and,  if  they  be  not,  they 
fhould  be  put  to  Pain  and  Torment.  And  they 
are,  it  feems,  a  milchievous  Generation,  apt  to 
mutiny  and  rebel;  that  is,  in  Truth,  they  want 
to  recover  their  Liberty,  and  would  attempt  to 
do  it,  if  they  were  not  kept  in  Awe  by  hard  Ufage, 
and  fevere  Difcipline.  In  the  Account  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  we  are  told  that  the  Negroes ,  v/nen  iirfl 
brought  thither  from  Guiney ,  are  very  iimple,  in¬ 
nocent  Creatures,  but  foon  turn  roguifn,  and 
when  they  come  to  be  whipp’d,  urge  the  Lxam- 
ple  of  the  Whites  for  their  Excule.  Whereas, 
in  that  of  J Barbados,  the  fame  Author  fays ;  T  hat 
“  the  Matters  of  the  Negroes  are  obliged  to  treat 
“  them  very  feverely,  not  only  becaufe  of  the 
“  ftubborn,  treacherous  Temper,  which  is  lb 
“  peculiar  to  all  of  their  Complexion  and  Coun- 
try,  but  becaufe  they  are  three  times  the  Num- 
“  ber  of  the  Whites  in  this  Ifland,  and  have 
cc  made  frequent  Attempts  to  get  the  Mattery 
that  is,  their  Liberty,  or  to  deliver  themleives  out 
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of  tne  mifcrable  Slavery  they  are  In,-— _ cp„lt 

the>' to  be  three  times  the  Number  of 
the  Whites  in  this  Ifland  ?  Is  it  not  owin"  to  the 
white  Inhabitants,  to  their  purchafing  them,  and 
heep^g  them  in  Bondage  ?  How  vfeak  then  is 
his  Excafe  .  Where  is  the  Senfe  of  aligning 
this  Majority  which  is  of  their  own  procuring 

f°r  tbJ!r  f  atin§  fhe  Blacks  with  fuch 

f  ; - —-We  have  alfo  an  Account  from 

nat  Author  of  thofe  Plots  laid  by  the  Blacks  in 
.Jn.tgua,  but  which  were  difcovered  by  the 
Whites,  before  they  could  be  brought  to 'bear 
and  01  tne  horrid  Executions  which  followed 
upon  the  Difcovery.  “  The  King,  that  is,  he 
who  was  to  have  been  King  of  the  Blacks,  had 
ifi  o  fucceeded,  and  his  two  Generals,  with 
two  others,  were  all  broke  on  a  Wheel  /that  is, 
their  Bones  were  broke  with  an  Iron  Bar  whilfl 
alive.)  hour  more  of  the  principal  Confpirators 
vvere  ^urnt  the  fame  Day  ;  as  were  Seven  on  the 

Six  were  hung  alive  in  Chains  on 
lboets,  and  ltarved  to  Death  ;  after  which  their 

Head*  were  cut  °hj  and  their  Bodies  burnt ; 
and  hifty-eight  others  were,  at  feveral  Times, 
chained  to  Stakes,  and  burnt  alive.”  Now,  was 
not  this  a  lamentable  Affair  (and  there  have  been 
leveral  Infiances  of  fuch  Cruelty  in  our  Planta¬ 
tions)  tint  fo  many  poor  Creatures  fhould  be  put 
to  the  £rcateft  Tortures,  and  be  made  tofuffer  the 
molt  painfin  Deaths.  Some  of  the  French  Pri- 
loners  in  England,  whofe  Condition  is  far  prefer¬ 
able  to  that  of  moll  of  the  Slaves  in  our  Colonies, 
have  attempted  to  break  out  of  Prifcn,  but,  be¬ 
ing 
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tng  difcovered  in  Time,  failed  in  their  Attempt. 

Now  lliould  not  we  have  been  reckoned,  by  all 
the  World,  a  cruel  barbarous  People,  if  the  Go¬ 
vernment  had  ordered  fome  of  them  to  be  broke 
on  the  Wheel,  fome  to  be  burnt  alive,  and  others 
to  be  ftarved  to  Death,  though  the  French  are- 
our  Enemies,  and  are  engaged  in  an  unjuft  War 
againft  us  j.  whereas  thofe  Slaves  had  never  done 
any  Hurt  or  Injury  to  thofe  who  torture  them  to 

Death. - We  reckon  ourfelves  to  be  a  brave, 

generous,  humane,  civilized  People  - but  is 

this  a  true  Character,  while  that  barbarous,  fa- 
vage  Man-Trade,  in  the  carrying  on  of  which 
ib  many  Thoufand  Lives  are  facrificed  every  Year, 
is  not  only  winked  at,  but  countenanced  and  en¬ 
couraged  amongft  us. - There  are  other  Na¬ 

tions  in  Europe ,  belides  ours,  concerned  in  this 
Trade,  but  that  does  not  lefien  the  Guilt  in  cur 
People,  though  it  may  keep  them  in  Counte¬ 
nance  ;  but  the  Englijh?, re  now  more  concerned, 

I  believe,  than  all  the  other  Nations  in  Europe ]•  ' 
taken  together,  in  this  abominable  Trade,  which 
is  the  greateft  Scandal  and  Reproach  that  lies 
upon  this  In  at  ion  ;  the  removing  of  which,  by 
proclaiming  Liberty  to  thofe  Captives  now  in  our 
Plantations,  making  them  Freemen,  and  prohi¬ 
biting  for  ever,  upon  the  ievereft  Penalties,  the 
Man-Trade  throughout  ail'  His  Majefty  g  Domi¬ 
nions,  and  thereby  leading  the  Way,  and  giving 
a  good  Example  to  the  other  Nations  in  Europe \ 
concerned  in  the  Man-Trade,  would  be  much  to 
the  Honour  of  our  Government,  and  I  am  fure 
•would  give  great  Pleafure.  to  all  who  are  Lovers 
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of  Mankind,  and  have  a  Regard  for  the  Honour.. 

oarety,  and  Profperity  of  their  Country.- _ It 

is  objected,  that  if  the  Englijh  were  to  drop  this 
Trade  entirely,  it  would  be  immediately  there¬ 
upon  carried  on  by  other  Nations,  to  a  much  greater 

Degree  than  it  now  is. - Perhaps  that  might  be 

the  Confequence,  and  if  it  thould,  they  muft  be 
anfwerable  for  that,  the  Guilt  and  Scandal  would 
lie  upon  them.  But  if  it  were  certain  that  this 
would  be  the  Cafe,  this  Confideration  cannot  be 
ujuft  Realbn  for  our  continuing  to  carry  on  fuch 
a  wicked  Trade.  If  we  fhould  not  carry  on  this 
Trade  others  would,  therefore  we  may,  would 
be  a  ftrange  Way  of  reafoning.  ■ 

And  as  this  Slave-Trade  has  been  encouraged 
by  the  Government,  for  many  Reigns  back,  it  is 
queried,  whether  the  prefent  Government,  in 
cafe  they  were  to  fet  thofe  Negroes  in  our  Colo¬ 
nies  at  Liberty,  fhould  not  make  good  that  Lofs 
to  their  Mahers  ;  but  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me 
to  determine  that  Point  j  our  Governors  are  belt 
Judges  of  that,  only  I  think  they  had  better  do 
fo,  though  it  fhould  require  fome  Millions  to  do 
it,  than  luffer  thofe  poor  Creatures  to  continue  in 
the  miferable  State  of  Slavery  they  are  now  in. 
There  is  one  Confequence  more  which,  fome 
People  fear,  would  follow  upon  prohibiting  of 
the  Negroe  Trade,  and  that  is,  that  fuch  a  Prohi¬ 
bition  would  greatly  leffen,  if  not  utterly  ruin, 
fome  other  conliderable  Branches  of  our  Com¬ 
merce,  efpecially  the  Sugar  and  the  Tobacco 
Trades,  becaufe  of  the  Difficuityof  getting  Plands 
enough,  in  the  Room  of  the  Blacks to  work 

and 


and  of  the  violent  Manner  in  which  they  appear 
to  be  torn  from  their  native  Land*  is  fufficiently 
founded  on  Truth,  as  the  Negroes  who  are 
brought  to  us  are  feldom  heard  to  complain,  and 
do  not  manifeft  that  Docility  and  Quicknefs  of 
Parts  which  might  be  expected  from  this  Ac¬ 
count  ;  Perfons  who  may  make  thefe  Objec¬ 
tions,  are  defired  impartially  to  conlider  whether  ; 

the  Reafon  of  thefe  Objections  are  not  owing  to 
the  many  Difcouragements  thefe  poor  Africans  la- 

Sbour  under,  though  in  an  enlightened  Chriftian 
Country,  and  the  little  Opportunity  they  have 
of  exerting  and  improving  their  natural  Talents. 

They  are  conftantly  employed  in  fervile  Labour, 
and  the  abjcdt  Condition  in  which  we  fee  them, 
from  our  Childhood,  has  a  natural  Tendency  to 
create  in  us  an  Idea  of  a  Superiority  over  them, 
which  induces  moft  People  to  look  upon  them  as 
an  ignorant  and  contemptible  Part  of  Mankind  } 


add  to  this,  that  they  have  but  little  Opportunity 
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of  freely  converfing  with  fuch  of  the  Whites  as 
might  impart  Inftru£tion  to  them,  the  endeavour¬ 
ing  of  which  would,  indeed,  by  moft,  be  ac¬ 
counted  Prefumption.  A  Fondnefs  for  Wealth, 
or  for  gaining  Effeem  and  Honour,  is  what 
prompts  moft  Men  in  the  Defire  of  excelling 
ethers,  but  thefe  Motives  for  the  Exertion  and 
Improvement  of  their  Faculties  can  have  but  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  Influence  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Ne- 
groes>  few  of  them  having  Hopes  of  attaining  to 
any  Condition  beyond  that  of  Slavery  ;  fo  that 
too  the  natural  Capacity  of  many  of  them  was 
ever  fo  good,  yet  they  have  no  Inducement  or 
Opportunity  of  exerting  it  to  any  Advantage, 
which  naturally  tends  to  deprefs  their  Minds,  and 
link  their  Spirits  into  Habits  ofldlenefs  and  Sloth, 
which  they  would,  in  all  Likelihood,  have  been 
free  from,  had  they  ftqod  upon  an  equal  Footing 
with  the  white  People  :  Neverthelefs  it  may,  with 
1  ruth,  be  laid,  that  amongft  thole  who  have  ob¬ 
tained  their  Freedom,  as  well  as  thofe  who  re¬ 
main  in  Servitude,  fome  have  manifefted  as  much 
Sagacity  and  Uprightnefs  of  Heart  as  could  have 
been  expected  from  the  Whites,  under  the  like 
Circumftances  ;  and  if  all  the  free  Negroes  have 
not  done  the  fame,  is  it  a  Matter  of  Surprize  ? 
Ha  ve  we  not  Reafon  to  make  the  fame  Complaint 
with  Refpedl  to  many  of  our  white  Servants, 
when  from  under  our  Care,  tho’  moft  of  them 
have  had  much  greater  Advantages  than  the 
Blacks ;  who,  eyen  when  free,  ftill  labour  under 
the  Difficulties  before-mentioned,  having  but  lit¬ 
tle  Accefs  to,  and  Intercourfe  with,  the  white  Peo¬ 
ple  ; 
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pie ;  whereby  it  happens,  that,  tho’  free,  they 
yet  remained  confined  within  the  former  Limits 
of  Conversion  with  thofe  of  their  own  Colour, 
and  confequently  have  but  little  more  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  Knowledge  and  Improvement  than  when 
in  Slavery. 

And  if  they  feldom  complain  of  the  unjuft  and 
cruel  Ufage  they  have  received,  in  being  forced 
from  their  native  Country,  &c.  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at ;  as  it  is  a  confiderable  Time  after 
their  Arrival  amongft  us  before  they  can  fpeak 
our  Language,  and,  by  the  Time  they  are  able 
to  exprefs  themfelves,  they  cannot  but  obferve, 
from  the  Behaviour  of  the  Whites,  that  little  or 
no  Notice  would  be  taken  of  their  Complaints  ; 
yet  let  any  Perfon  enquire  of  thofe  who  had  at¬ 
tained  the  Age  of  Reafon,  before  they  were 
brought  from  their  native  Land,  and  he  fhall 
hear  fuch  Relations  as,  if  not  loft  to  the  com¬ 
mon  Feelings  of  Humanity,  will  fenfibly  affedt 
his  Heart.  The  Cafe  of  a  poor  Negroe ,  not 
long  fince  brought  from  Guiney ,  is  a  recent  In- 
ftance  of  this  Kind.  From  his  firft  Arrival  he  ap¬ 
peared  thoughtful  and  dejedted,  the  Caufe  of 
which  was  not  known  till  he  was  able  to  fpeak 
Englijh ,  when  the  Account  he  gave  of  himfelf 
was,  that  he  had  a  W^if e  and  Children  in  his  own. 
Country,  that  fome  of  them  being  fick  and  thir- 
fty,  he  went,  in  the  Night-time,  to  fetch  Water 
for  them  at  a  Spring,  where  he  was  violently 
leized,  and  carried  away  by  fome  Perfons  who 
lay  in  Wait  to  catch  Men,  whence  he  was  tranf- 
poited  to  America ;  the  Remembrance  of  his 
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Family,  Friends,  and  other  Connexions  left  be- 
hind,  which  he  never  expeXed  to  fee  any  more, 
were  the  principal  Caufes  of  his  DejeXion  and 
Grief.  Can  any  compaffionate  Heart  hear  this 
Relation  without  being  affeXed  with  Sympathy 
and  Sorrow  ?  And  doubtlefs  the  Cafe  of  many 
of  thefe  unhappy  people  would,  upon  Enquiry, 
appear  attended  with  Circumftances  equally  tra¬ 
gical  and  aggravating.  Now,  you  that  have 
ftudied  the  Book  of  Confcience,  and  thofe  that 
are  learned  in  the  Law,  what  wiil  you  fay  to  this 
deplorable  Cafe  ?  When,  and  how,  has  this  Man 
forfeited  his  Liberty  ?  Does  not  jftftice  loudly 
call  for  its  being  reftored  to  him  ?  Has  he  not 
the  fame  Right  to  demand  it  as  any  of  us  fhould 
have,  if  we  had  been  violently  fnatched  by  Py- 
rates  from  our  native  Land  ?  Where  Inftanees  of 
this  Kind  frequently  occur,  and  are  neither  en¬ 
quired  into  nor  redreffed  by  thofe  whofe  Duty  it  is 
to  fcek  Judgment)  and  relieve  the  Oppreffed ,  what  can 
be  expected,  but  that  the  Groans  and  Cries  of 
thefe  Sufferers  will  reach  Heaven  ;  and  what  jhall 
ye  do  when  God  rifeth  up,  and  when  he  vijiteth , 
what  Jhall  ye  an fwer  him?  Did  not  he  that  made 
them,  make  us,  and  did  not  one  fafhion  us  in  the 
Womb  ? 

To  conclude ;  I  earneftly  entreat  that  thofe  who 
defire  to  maintain  a  Confcience  void  of  Offence  to¬ 
wards  God  and  towards  Man,  do  keep  themfelves 
clear  from  touching  or  handling  this  enor¬ 
mous  Evil  ;  which  every  ferious  Perfon,  who 
candidly  confiders  the  Matter,  muff  acknowledge 
is  marked  with  the  cleared:  Signature  of  the  Di¬ 
vine 


